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Using Your Faith:
Jesus said, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches" (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22).
	By hearing the Word of God, we receive the ability to hear the voice of His Spirit. 
	Faith comes by hearing (Romans 10:17). 
	If our ears are open to hear what the Spirit has to say, we can receive faith.
	Jude said that our faith is built up as we pray in the Spirit (v.20). 
	Jesus told His followers to "Take heed what ye hear: and unto you that hear shall more be given" (Mark 4:24). 
	Jesus had been talking about the mystery of the kingdom of God (Mark 4:11-12). 
	None of the manifestations of His kingdom would be hidden (Mark 4:22).
	He said in verse 23, "If any man have ears to hear, let him hear." 
If we do hear, then more is promised to us: "Unto you that hear shall more be given" (Mark 4:24). 
	Through our hearing, we come to know God better. 
	The more we know Him, the more we love Him, and want to serve Him. 
	Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17). 

Speaking Faith When You Have No Faith
In Ezekiel 37:1-10, the prophet tells of a vision he had, where the hand of the Lord carried him to a valley that was full of dry bones. 
The Lord asked him if the bones could live. 
Ezekiel replied that only God knew the answer to that question. 
The Lord then instructed him to prophesy to the bones so that they would live. 
Ezekiel did as he was commanded. 
While he prophesied, Scripture tells us that "there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone" (v.7).  
Ezekiel observed that "there was no breath in them" (v.8). 
This was progress from its prior state of being a valley of dry bones. 
Yet, although he could not deny that some things did happen, there was not a yield of profitable fruit.
Sometimes, we cannot deny that God has done something, but it seems like He does things that do not result in fruit. 
Our valley of dry bones has been turned into a valley of dead bodies.
This is not the time to condemn something as not being a work of God, nor the time to give up. 
What we need to do is see if God is saying anything else. 
When He is finished, we will have fruit that is valuable. 
There will be "profit."

Speak to the Wind
Next, God ordered Ezekiel to prophesy to the wind. 
	He was to prophesy that it would come, and breathe on the slain, that they would live. 
	When he obeyed, the valley of dead corpses rose up to become a tremendously great army.
	We notice that even though He could not say it was possible for the dry, separated bones to live, he obeyed God's command regardless (even if he could not see it). 
	There may be times when we do not feel faith being active in our lives. 
	But if God tells us to do something, the results will follow if we will obey.
	Place your faith in the God of faith, and watch the results.
	God has a way of working in spite of our weaknesses. 
	What is more, He will do it, if we are only willing to obey Him.

Use Your Measure
Romans 12:3 says that God has given to every man the measure of faith. 
	We often read this as if it said "a measure of faith." 
	It is not a question of how much faith you have.
	Rather, it is a matter of utilizing the faith that has been measured to you ("making the most of what you have"). 
	Faith has been given to each of us. 
	Jesus said, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you (Matthew 17:20).
	Now, you can use the faith that God has dealt to you to produce life, or you can use it to work death and destruction. 


Faith versus Fear:
Faith produces benefits, fear produces torment. 
We ought to have the kind of faith that excludes fear.
	How do we get this kind of faith? 
	Follow this progression closely: faith will activate God; God responds to faith (as opposed to need); faith works by love (Galatians 5:6); love is of God (I John 4:7); God is love (I John 4:8, 16); perfect love casts out fear (I John 4:18). 
	The apostle John wrote that "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear"       (I John 4:18). 
	So there is no fear in God, for God is love. 
	He that dwells in love, dwells in God (I John 4:16). 
	Fear likewise will produce its results. 
	Whereas faith activates God, fear activates the enemy of our souls. 
	Thus, fear brings torment (I John 4:18). 
	Fear empowers the devil to work in our lives.
	God has given us the spirit of power, of love, and of a sound mind (II Timothy 1:7).
	Faith activates the Spirit of God, who is also known as "the God of peace" (Philippians 4:9), "the Lord of peace" (II Thessalonians 3:16), and, "the Prince of peace" (Isaiah 9:6). Peace is part of the fruit of the Spirit. 
	Where the Spirit of God is at work, there will be peace.
	We need not worry about fear: as long as we keep our minds on Him, He will keep us in perfect peace (Isaiah 26:3); the abundance of our thoughts, heart, and spirit will be filled with Him.

Are You Praying in Faith or Fear?
The Bible refers to the "prayer of faith" (James 5:15). 
	Sometimes we do not receive answers to prayers, because we are praying in fear, when we should be praying in faith.
	 We hear about a particular problem and, in fear, we turn to God, because we are afraid. 
	But we should always be ready to turn to God.
	In Matthew 14, we recount the disciples' encounter with Jesus walking on the water. 
	The writer tells us that they cried out for fear. 
	Jesus responded by telling them to be of good cheer. 
	Then Peter decided that he wanted to walk on the water. 
	As long as Peter decided to exercise his faith, he was able to participate in the supernatural. 
	But when he lived in fear, he could not do what Jesus was doing.
	If our faith in God is limited by circumstances, we will believe, but that belief will not express itself in power. 
	We may as well sit tight in the boat, where it is comfortable, safe—never taking the risk of stepping out in faith. 
	In that case, we might ask, "what kind of faith is it?"

Check Your Love Level:
Faith that cracks under pressure is certainly not the kind the Lord had in mind; He did not become man, spending all that time with us, for that feeble result. 
	Jesus answers this question when He said to Peter, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" (v.31). 
	Is it any wonder, after the resurrection, that Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved Him? 
	(John 21:15-17)
	There is a connection between faith and love. 
	It is known as hope, or trust. 
	The three are linked, mentioned together in I Corinthians 13:13: "And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love."
	We are to receive "the love of the truth" (II Thessalonians 2:10). 
	That is why God gave us the gospel, for in it we find the strength to move in trust from one level of belief to another, or "from faith to faith," all the while increasing in the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16-17).	
	Upon the death of Jairus' daughter, Jesus said that he was not to fear, because fear is useless—what is needed is trust (Mark 5:36; Luke 8:50). 
	Imperfect belief, or the lack of trust, is also why Jesus scolded Thomas, when He appeared to the apostles in the upper room, telling him not to persist in his faithlessness, but to believe (John 20:27). 
	If he really loved Jesus at that moment, he would not have doubted Him, for love "believeth all things" (I Corinthians 13:7).
	When we truly love Someone, we trust Him. 
	We do what He asks, without doubting His ability to complete a work, once He has begun it (Philippians 1:6).
	Galatians 5:6 says that faith works by love. 
	To the degree that love is at work, faith will be at work also. 
	When you have that perfect love, you will have the perfected faith you seek. 
	To operate the faith of God, release the love of God.	
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