3 Questions to Help See Jesus in the Old Testament
By Steven Matthewson


When we study the Scriptures, it should always be in light of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection (Luke 24:27). Many of us understand how this shapes our reading of the New Testament, but we need some help with the Old Testament.

Here are three questions to encourage your congregation to ask when reading the Bible Jesus read:

1. DOES ANYTHING IN THIS PASSAGE POINT DIRECTLY TO JESUS?

Direct prophecies of Jesus do not occur in every passage, but you will find them sprinkled throughout the Old Testament. For example:

Genesis 49:10-12 prophesies a ruler from the line of Judah who will bring about a kingdom of prosperity.

Isaiah 9:6 speaks of the birth of a child who will be named “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”

Micah 5:2 refers to a ruler who will come from Bethlehem.

2. DOES ANYTHING IN THIS PASSAGE FORESHADOW OR ANTICIPATE JESUS?

In addition to direct prophecies, the Old Testament foreshadows Jesus in subtle, indirect ways.

For example, knowing that the Gospel of Matthew begins by identifying Jesus as “the Son of David” and “the Son of Abraham,” we can look for ways that events in the lives of David and Abraham anticipate who Jesus is and what Jesus will do.

We see Abraham’s “sacrifice” of his son Isaac in Genesis 22 as foreshadowing the sacrifice of Jesus, the Son of God.

We see Jesus’ love for His enemies (Romans 5:8) anticipated by David’s love for Mephibosheth in 2 Samuel 9, as he was a potential enemy, being a descendant of King Saul.

3. HOW DOES THE GOSPEL OF JESUS SHAPE MY UNDERSTANDING OF THIS PASSAGE?

The Old Testament is full of wise sayings, principles, and commands. But we can properly understand how these apply to our lives only when we read them through the lens of Jesus’ life and teaching.

He came to bring the Old Testament to its complete expression (Matthew 5:17).

Once we figure out how an Old Testament command or principle applies to us, we can only carry it out in the power of the gospel, which shapes and empowers our obedience (see 2 Corinthians 3:17-18; Galatians 2:14; Philippians 1:27, 2:12-13).

The above article, “3 Questions to Help See Jesus in the Old Testament,” was written Steven Matthewson.
https://factsandtrends.net/2018/04/17/three-questions-to-help-us-see-jesus-in-the-old-testament/
The material is copyrighted and should not be reprinted under any other name or author. However, this material may be freely used for personal study or research purposes. 

This article may not be written by an Apostolic author, but it contains many excellent principles and concepts that can be adapted to most churches. As the old saying goes, “Eat the meat. Throw away the bones.”
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