7 Things to Do when God Makes Your Church Wait
By Chuck Lawless

I don’t know many churches who don’t want to see some kind of change. Perhaps they’re looking for a new staff member. Maybe they’re considering adding another service. They might be scouting a new location. Whatever the issue is, God has not yet granted an answer. Here are some things we need to do when God makes us wait:

Stay fully faithful to the task at hand. Why should God give us an answered prayer if He finds us sitting on the sidelines while we wait? The Great Commission goes on even when we’re waiting for something.

Believe that God’s timing is always right. It is, you know. He’s not early or late; He’s always on time. For every second that we wait and fret, God worries not at all. He has full control of the calendar and the clock.

Trust His heart. He loves the world (John 3:16). He loves His people. He knows what’s best for us as He conforms us to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29). If He takes His time in responding to our needs, He has some good reason for doing so.

Deal with sin issues in the church. Unforsaken sin among believers will always create an obstacle to God’s working evidently in a church. Call your congregation to repentance in preparation for God’s work, and prayerfully allow Him to cleanse your hearts.

Pray together even more faithfully. Sometimes God delays His response because He wants us to seek Him more. Use this waiting period to lead your congregation to pray more fervently as a body. Increase your corporate praying.

Don’t get impatient. If you’re not sure what God is doing, keep waiting and trusting. If you push forward in your own ability according to your own plans, you might find that your new plans weren’t the best in the first place. God’s delay may be His way of protecting you from your own plans.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Be open to changing your plans. He might indeed have a different plan for your local body—and it will be right. Completely right. Any plan you refuse to change even when God redirects you is nothing less than an idol.

What steps might you add to this list?

http://chucklawless.com/2019/01/7-things-to-do-when-god-makes-your-church-wait/?utm_source=Blog+List&utm_campaign=a11681f68e-Daily_Blog_Emails&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f3938126f-a11681f68e-100333483

The above article, “7 Things to Do when God Makes Your Church Wait,” was written by Chuck Lawless.

The material is copyrighted and should not be reprinted under any other name or author. However, this material may be freely used for personal study or research purposes. 

This article may not be written by an Apostolic author, but it contains many excellent principles and concepts that can be adapted to most churches. As the old saying goes, “Eat the meat. Throw away the bones.”
