Lesson Twelve
A Scene In Heaven



I. The Church Raptured

After This: The words "After this" follow the 2nd and 3rd chapters, which deal 			with the church. 
"After this" refers to what follows the church age.
Some people are already speaking about the present time as being the 	"post church" age. 
The church is still here but we shall soon enter the "post church" age. 
Although the church is mentioned at least sixteen times in the first three 	chapters of Revelation, it is significant that in no other place in Revelation 	can we find the church resident upon the earth.
The rapture of the church is clearly taught in the Bible. 
There are two promises given to the church that she will not have to go 	through the Great Tribulation: 
"Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man" (Luke 21:36)
"Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth" (Revelation 3:10)
A Door Open in Heaven: John looked and he saw a door opened in heaven. The 			order of events is important. 
John looked and then the door opened. 
It does not state that the door opened and then John looked. 
In the rapture of the church, Jesus is coming for them who look for Him. 
Looking for the Lord's return is one of the necessary conditions of being 	ready.
John is still upon the isle of Patmos but now is caught up in the spirit 
John is given a vision of what will take place in heaven when the church is 	raptured. It is no longer an earthly scene.

II. The Scene In Heaven

The Throne: The central place, which drew John's attention, was the throne. 
There was only one throne and one sat upon the throne.
There is only one God and He is Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
His description is likened unto that of precious stones, jasper and sardine. 
The jasper stone is a brilliant stone like a diamond. 
The sardine stone is blood red.
This is the throne of judgment for the world during the Tribulation, which 	is about to begin.
The red sardine stone speaks of God's wrath. However, around the throne 	is an emerald rainbow, which is green. This green rainbow speaks of 	mercy. 
We should note that there is no rainbow around the Great White Throne 
Only here during the Tribulation will judgment be 	administered 	tempered with mercy.
Four Living Creatures: There were four beasts on each side of the throne. 
The word "beasts" actually means, "living creatures." 
They had the appearance of a lion, calf, man and an eagle.
It cannot be proven but it is possible that these are the same living 	creatures that Ezekiel saw (Ezekiel 1:5-11).
Their main purpose is to worship God. This they do continuously day and 	night.
Four and Twenty Elders: Around the throne were twenty-four seats 				where twenty-four elders were seated. 
These elders represent the entire church. 
They are clothed in white and have crowns of gold upon their heads. 
The saints are made unto God kings and priests. 
The gold crowns speak of being kings and the white raiment speaks of 	being priests.
Their song identifies them as being representative of the church. 
Seven Lamps and Sea of Glass:
Out of the throne came lightning and thunder, which speak of judgment.
Before the throne were seven lamps which are the seven spirits of God.
The number seven means perfection and here we see the perfect 	omniscience of God. Nothing is hidden from Him.
The sea of glass is an area of peace and tranquility before the throne. 
This area seems to be reserved for the Tribulation Saints for they shall 	stand upon this sea of glass.


III. One Throne

There is only one God whom we shall see in Heaven. 
Some believe they are going to see three gods but the Bible is very definite 	on the matter.
We shall see Jesus (I John 3:2). The ONE who is seated upon the ONE 	Throne is Jesus Christ.
In chapter five John saw Jesus, the Lamb of God, take the sealed book out of the 			right hand of Him upon the throne. 
Does this not make two gods? No, it is simply our Lord acting in two offices. 
Not only is He the Lamb but He is also the Lion of the tribe of Judah 
This is not the only place we see our Lord revealed occupying more than one 			office at the same time
	In Scripture it is stated that the Lord is both the priest and the sacrificial Lamb. 			Here we see that Jesus fills two offices at the same time. 
What then is inconsistent in Jesus filling two offices in Heaven at the same time?


IV. The Title Deed To The Earth

In the right hand of God was a book, which was the title deed to the earth.
This book was a scroll, which contained the terms by which the earth could be 			redeemed from the curse.
The whole earth has been under a curse and has been groaning waiting for this 			moment of redemption 
The book or scroll, sealed with seven seals, recalls an ancient Jewish custom.
A sealed book was a sign of an alienated inheritance, but an inheritance so held 			that recovery of it was possible on the term specified.
 When the legal representative of the original property holder broke the seals and 			brought back the property, he was called the "Redeemer." 
In Revelation chapter five a worthy Redeemer is found to claim the inheritance 			long under Satan's mortgage.
The title deed to the earth is in God's hands. Satan cannot get full possession 
	The time comes when the Lord Jesus fulfills the promises of God, executes the 			judgments and gives the inheritance to the saints.

V. The Redeemer Of The Earth

A redeemer must have these qualifications:
He must be a near kinsman
He must have the price
He must be willing
John wept when there was no man worthy to break the seals and meet the 				conditions necessary to redeem the earth.
He was told by one of the elders not to weep for the Lion of the tribe of Judah 			hath prevailed to open the book.
Jesus is called a Lion, which speaks of His Deity and a Lamb who speaks of His 			Humanity.
John saw Jesus having seven horns and seven eyes. 
 	This reveals Jesus possessing the attributes of omnipotence and omniscience. He 			is all powerful and all knowing. 
Only Jesus, the Lamb who was slain at Calvary, was found worthy to take the 			book, break the seals, and redeem the earth from the curse.


VI. Worship In Heaven

The latter part of Revelation chapter five reveals to us in small measure the nature 		of the worship before the throne of God. 
Pentecostal services here are very quiet compared to the volumes of praise, which 			shall be sung at that time. 
The raptured church will give praise for being redeemed by the blood of Christ 			out of every kindred, tongue, people and nation.
The church will praise the Lord for being made kings and priests, and for the 			promise of reigning on the earth.
Joining with the praise of the redeemed will be one hundred million angels, and 			millions more
	What a glorious time this will be!
Mention should be made regarding the importance of the prayers of the saints. 
They become sweet odors stored up in golden vials. 
These prayers will fill Heaven with sweet incense and augment the 	anthems of worship being sung around the throne of God.
















Lesson Twelve
Self Help Test


	The term "____________" refers to what follows the church age. 

The scene in chapter four switches from __________ to __________. 
John saw __________ throne and __________ sat upon it. 
The Four Living Creatures were to __________ God. 
The seven lamps were the seven __________ of God. 
In the right hand of God was a __________ book. 
The redeemer had to be ________ and _________ to pay the price. 
Jesus is called a __________ which speaks of His Deity. 
	 Jesus is called a __________ which speaks of His humanity.
	The church will praise the Lord for being made ________ and ________. 


